artificial anaesthesia, and also because the information which we have obtained from various sources enables us to confirm, in the fullest degree, the statements put forward in the first instance by Dr. Simpson, with regard to the advantages of Chloroform over Ether. The more rapid and complete production of the insensibility, the facility and freedom from injurious effects with which this may be almost indefinitely prolonged, the quickness with which its effects subsequently pass off, and the almost invariable absence of any unfavorable influence that can be fairly attributed to its use, all concur with the ease and readiness with which it may be administered, and with the absence of necessity for any special apparatus for the inhaling process, to give to Chloroform a decided superiority, and, in fact, to make it as nearly 'perfect as any such agent can be expected to be, the varieties and idiosyncrasies of the human constitution being duly kept in view.
We It is right that we should add that Dr. Simpson, in his latest communications on the subject, lays great stress upon the purity of the chloroform, as of importance in securing its early and complete action, and in preventing unpleasant consequences; and it appears that, in its perfectly pure condition, it exerts no irritating influence upon the cutaneous surface.
We purpose returning to the subject of the inhalation of ansestlietic agents in an early Number, for the sake of presenting our readers with a digest of the results of their extended use, involving, as these do, many considerations of great physiological interest, as well as of great practical importance.
